KELOWNA HARVEST NEWSLETTER

SPECIAL
EDITION

H

ere’s wishing you a most joyful and Merry Christmas this year! With all of the
crazy in our world, let’s not forget to rejoice and enjoy this season and spread
some joy. How...You ask? Turn off the TV, and do what you always do! Decorate your
home, cook dinner, exchange gifts, gather with some friends and loved ones and put
the rest behind you. You are in control of your own destiny, you get to decide!
God gave us His most precious gift. Jesus came to earth in the greatest act of love to
redeem us from our sins. This is when we choose to celebrate His birthday. So
celebrate! Give thanks, share a gift with someone in need, remember what Jesus has
done for you. Go love on someone in the name of Jesus, He is still the reason for the
season, so get out there and spread the joy!
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A DAY TO DEFY? Part 2

I

n my previous article, “A Day to Defy”, I
proposed the question of what defiance
might look like today. I referenced Shadrack,
Meshach and Abednego and how they defied
the edict of the land when asked to bow down
to an idol, and when Daniel defied the order
not to pray to any person or God except
Darius. Well…I believe the question is being
answered.
Recently we were “mandated” in British
Columbia that we are not to hold religious
gatherings, and churches were asked to stop
meeting for a period of time. Many feel the
need to comply, and that is their right.
However, when I look at the Word of God,
and compare it to what is being asked of us as
a church by our government, I am faced with a
conundrum.

M

y life has been predicated on the Word
of God. I have given my life to
teaching, preaching, counselling, believing in
and standing for and on the Word of God. So,
what do I do when the “edict” of today says
NOT to gather, but the Word of God is clear
in stating the opposite?
Hebrews 10:19-25 “Therefore, brothers
and sisters, since we have confidence to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way opened for
us through the curtain, that is, his body,
and since we have a great priest over the
house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart and with the full
assurance that faith brings, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water.
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And
let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another –and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.”

has promised. For, “In just a little while, He
who is coming will come and not delay.”
And, “But my righteous one will live by faith.
And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks
back.” But we do not belong to those who
shrink back and are destroyed, but to those
who have faith and are saved.”

S

I

hadrach, Meshack and Abednego, refused bow
because they understood that they were
accountable to a higher law than the law of the
land. Daniel defied the “edict” because he understood that he was subject to a higher law as well. I
believe the same is true for us as believers today.
We as believers are subject to a higher law!
According to that higher law, there is a requirement to not only “hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess” but also to NOT GIVE UP MEETING
TOGETHER AS SOME ARE IN THE
HABIT OF DOING”.

f we shrink back now, we might as well go sit
with those in the bars who have no hope during
this uncertain season. (Which by the way, I find it
interesting that the bars are allowed to be open but
the churches are being mandated to close?)
Hmmmm…. but back to my point.

If there was ever a time when the church; the very
institution that brings hope and healing, the place
where people can come to receive encouragement
and help with anxiety, depression, drug addiction,
mental wellness, emotional support, marriage
counselling, prayer for physical healing, and so
f you read further in Hebrews 10 you see these much more; needs to be open, it is NOW!
words:
Hebrews 10:35-39 “So do not throw away And so, back to my question, is this a day to defy?
your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. To me the answer is obvious….YES!
You need to persevere so that when you have
-H. Lucier
done the will of God, you will receive what He

I

The Three Wise Women ...
You do know what would have happened if it had been
three wise WOMEN instead of men, don't you?
They would have asked for directions, arrived on time,
helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a
casserole, and brought disposable diapers as gifts!

Saturday, December 5th and Sunday, December 6th

For Sale

The women’s ministry will be hosting a bake
sale to raise money for the Okanagan Valley
Pregnancy Care Centre. The center has given
us a list of needs for their yearly Christmas
Hampers; (see page 11) we would like to be
able to meet those needs as much as possible.
Please come ready to buy some goodies and
the proceeds will go to making some young
mothers and children feel special this
Christmas season.
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Do you need prayer?

Here at the Harvest we have a member of our staff who will pray for you if you
have a specific need. All prayer requests are confidential. If you have a need
you can contact partners@theharvest.ca and connect with Devonne-Dee Miller,
and she will be happy to pray with you.

Prophetic
Every Tuesday night 7:00pm
@Harvest Studio
If you have a prayer need and you
would like our intercessors to prayer
for you, OR if you would like to be a
part of the prayer chain
Ministry, you can email the office at
info@theharvest.ca

B.C.
We are praying for our nation AND we are praying for our
province. Noon hour prayer is open for anyone who wishes
to join in and intercede for what God wants to do in our
province of British Columbia. Different leaders throughout
BC are taking the lead in these noon zoom prayer session.
The leaders are as follows:
Mondays - Prince George with Dave Low
Tuesdays - Kelowna with Rick Turner
Wednesdays - Trail with Gary Stuart
Thursdays - Williams Lake with Linda Nordic
Fridays - Victoria with Andrew O’Connell
For those who want to be a part of this noon hour prayer
just jump on.
prayer.harvestfellowship.ca
Password: harvest
Join us as we continue to intercede for our cities, for our
province and nation. This is not a time to shrink back but to
continue to press forward!

Come get plugged into the prophetic prayer and
flow that changes lives and nations!
Led by Katheren Welwood and Sharon Clark
Please arrive before 7:30pm as the doors to the
front of the building will be locked after that.

PRAYER POINTS:


The ending of abortion in our nation



Salvation of our government leaders in Canada



Wisdom for government leaders in the USA



US election and the fight for Presidency



For truth tellers to come forward



The exposing of the corruption around COVID



A breaking of the fear which is rampant in our
nations and the world

Don’t forget to join our battle for Canada as we
continue to prayer 24/7 for our Nation. If you
would like to join a team you can connect
anytime, day or night by going to our website:

www.canadianfirewall.ca
Click on the prayer tab and you will be connected with hundreds of intercessors calling out for
our nation.

connection
support
Connecting with God,
His Word and His people.

Downtown Connections
This support group is lead by Larry
& Holly Penner. They meet weekly
on Friday evenings @ 6:45 PM
Address: 800 Coronation Avenue
If you live in the downtown area
and feel the need to connect, or if
you have something to share that
would be an encouragement to
others, come and be a part of this
gathering.

Everyone Welcome!
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Westside Connections
This support group will be meeting on a
weekly basis on Kelowna’s west side. This
group is lead by Glen & Nina Merchant.
They meet at 2430 Orlin Road on
Fridays @ 7:00pm.
This group is studying “Access Granted”
which is an amazing manual which gives us
hope and authority in leading us into the
presence of God.
If you live on the West Side, this group may
be for you!

Ladies Connections Group

This group is meeting on Thursday evenings @
6:30PM. We meet at 3733 Casorso Road Unit #306.
This group is providing mental, emotional and spiritual
support by means of the Word of God. Currently
studying “integrity”, we are learning how to navigate
in the world we live in while conducting ourselves in a
Godly manner.

The seating in this group is limited, so please contact
Nicole if you want to attend. You can contact her at
info@theharvest.ca.

Connections Support Group Christmas
The Ladies and Men’s support groups will be having a small Christmas meeting
on December 11th @ 6:30pm. You will need to register for this meeting. You
can contact info@theharvest.ca to confirm your attendance. You will be
given instructions and more specific information at the next men’s and women’s
meetings.

MEN’S CONNECTION GROUP
This group is lead by Art Lucier at 1743 Capistrano Peaks Crescent @ 7:00PM on Thursday evenings. This
group is open to men of all age groups who need connection and support in maneuvering through their
daily lives. The instruction manual used in this group is the Holy Bible conducted by Holy Spirit.
In the new year this group will be meeting at Harvest Studio. Please connect with Art directly if you are
interested in attending this support group. He can be reached at 250-639-4114.

DO YOU SEE
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WHAT I SEE?
By Larcy Dunford

F

or several years the Lord has been speaking to me about the concept of
perspective. Your perspective is the way you see something. The word,
perspective has a Latin root meaning "look through" or "perceive," and all
the meanings of perspective have something to do with looking. If you
observe the world from Gimli’s perspective, you see through a dog's eyes!
There are several synonyms for the word: angle, context, viewpoint, mindset.
We look at situations and events, and interpret what other people say and
do, according to our own set of past experiences, culture, faith, values, all
of which help us form our beliefs about ourselves, about others, and about
the world in general. The meaning we give events, the way we make sense
of our world, is based upon our set of core beliefs. We interpret what other
people say and do through this perspective as well.

S

ometimes it's useful to use a metaphor to help us consider the bigger
picture. When something is distressing us, we're so close to it, emotionally involved with it, part of it - that makes it really hard to stand back
from what's happening. It's like the well-known saying "We can't see the
forest for the trees". In order to have a different perspective, we can zoom
out our view and see the bigger picture. We could call this the Helicopter
View. As the helicopter takes off, getting higher and higher, it sees a bigger
and bigger picture, and is less involved with the detail at ground level.
Our minds are constantly trying to make sense of our world, forming
judgements and opinions about every situation. Those judgements and
opinions will be affected by our core belief system. It is as though we are
looking at the world through distorted or coloured lenses - and everyone
has their own personal prescription or colour for their glasses.
In one of my favorite Christmas carols we hear the words:
Said the night wind to the little lamb
Do you see what I see
Way up in the sky little lamb
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Do you see what I see
A star, a star
Dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite
With a tail as big as a kite

W

hat did the shepherds see that night long ago? Was it the star of
Bethlehem that guided them to the Christ child? Actually, it was “an
Angel of the Lord who appeared to them” and “the radiance of the Lord’s
glory” which surrounded them.
They were given these instructions: “The Savior- yes Messiah, the Lordhas been born tonight in the City of David! And this is how you will recognize him: you will find a baby lying in a manger wrapped snugly in strips
of cloth”. Suddenly the messenger Angel was joined by a vast host of others- the armies of heaven praising God.

T

hese were the shepherds who raised the sheep used for temple sacrifices. The shepherds knew the prophecy about Messiah’s birth from
the prophet Micah who had testified that this lamb of God, the Messiah,
would be born in Bethlehem, where all sacrificial lambs for Israel enter the
world.(Micah 5:2). Having this perspective, they would know where to go
and did so “with haste” and needing no further guidance.
A man named Adrian Rogers said “Wisdom is looking at life from God’s
point of view.”

P

roverbs 2:6 instructs us “For the Lord gives wisdom. From His mouth
comes knowledge and understanding”. According to A.W.Tozer,
“Wisdom sees everything in focus, each in proper relation to all, and is
thus able to work toward predestined goals with flawless precision.” J.I.
Packer says: “Wisdom is the power to see, and the inclination to choose,
the best and highest goal, together with the surest means of attaining it.”
Because we often do not think like God, and because we do not have His
perfect perspective, we often do not exactly know what God is doing. Only
in hindsight do we understand what is occurring in our personal life, in
the church, or in the world in the outworking of prophecy. So we must
trust Him, asking the Lord to show us his perspective, praying that we
might see what He sees.
-L. Dunford
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REPORT FROM SHIASHE
We sent a cheque last month for the fire relief in Shiashe in Ghana.
Agape House workers have sent some pictures of the relief efforts that
are happening over there. The relief money is helping to provide food
for those who have lost homes and shelters.
The Agape House workers are grateful for all the help that we have sent
and are thankful for your continued prayers.

...Handing out food to those in need…
Most are grateful to receive at least one
meal per day.
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Food items being distributed from funds supplied by
you. Giving hope to those who are struggling.

...Workers wading through the rubble to
give out donations...
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ATTENTION PARENTS!

Children are an important part of our church family. We need them and they
need us. Due to our current situation of limited space and seating in our
services, we have put some requirements in place for their safety. We ask
that children ARE NOT left unattended in the stairwell and hallways of the
building during the services. The building is not locked or secured downstairs during service
times which can pose a threat to their safety if children are left to wander around unsupervised.
Our desire is to have Children’s Ministry available for children of all ages and we are working at
making some additional space for children beginning in January 2021. However, at present we
do not have enough assistance in this area, so we are relying on parents to supervise their own
children if they are not in one of the classes that are currently available.
If you have an interest in helping with our children on Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings,
please speak with Nancy Turner.
We also ask that children DO NOT bring any devices such as cell phones or tablets into the kids
rooms once classes begin. This is a time for your children to learn about the things of God and
engage in the lessons prepared by their teacher. This will make your children’s experience in
Children’s Church more positive and productive for them and will allow a positive experience for
our teachers as well.
Thank you for your cooperation.

I
f you do not know the Word of God in these uncertain
times and seasons we live in, you will not be able to stand
on the Word of God!

GET INTO THE WORD!!!
For this month of December we are going to look at the
book of Hebrews. Read it through, then read it again!
Study it, pray it and ask questions.
If your courage is under fire because of the state of affairs in our nation, then
you need this book of the Bible in you. Understand the sacrifice which has been
made for you through the blood of Christ. Encourage your faith, find people and a
place where you can go to learn about God and His laws. (Check out the Connections Support Groups that are available for you). But above all else, Read the
Word!

STAY TUNED FOR OUR

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!
DECEMBER 31ST @
HARVEST STUDIO!

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday December 18th 6:00PM!
Harvest Studio!
Gift Wrapping Party!!!
More details to follow! You will be
wrapping the gifts for our families that
are in need.

We will be delivering our donations to the
Care Centre on Wednesday December 9th.
Please have your donations to the Harvest
Studio before that date.
Thank you for support!

Christmas Hamper Ideas for the
Okanagan Valley Pregnancy Care Centre

Gifts still needed for our
in-house families:

$25 Gift cards for Walmart/Superstore
Hot Chocolate/Coffee
Annie’s Mac & Cheese
Jam/ Peanut butter
Canned Veggies
Soups
Pop/Juice
Spaghetti Noodles & Sauce
Rice
Cheerios
Baby food
Baby Snacks (mum-mums, puffs)
Canned Tuna (any protein)
Candy/Chocolates/Cookies
Baby Toys
Formula
Coffee-to-go cups
New baby outfits
Cleaning supplies
Toothpaste/toothbrushes
Shower Gel
Lotion
Gloves/Socks
Hand sanitizer
Laundry Soap
Toilet Paper

Boys Wish List:
•Adult pencil crayons
•Adult coloring books
•Sketch books
•Sculpting clay
•Lego Figurines
•Comic Books
•Tonka toys
•Hot wheels cars
•Hot wheels track
•Paw Patrol toys
Girls Wish List:
Jewelry
Nail polish
Hair accessories
Nancy Drew books Series
Paw Patrol toys
My Little Pony toys
Mom’s Would be Nice List:
Gas Cards
Food Cards
Clothing Gift Cards

The youth will be having a gift wrapping
party on the 18th of December for our
in-house gifts.
Please have all gifts into the office no later
than Thursday, December 17th.
Thankyou!
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A CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH

